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NARRATIVES FROM THE WAR 

IN CHARGE OP 

ELISABETH ROBINSON SCOVIL 

During the winter campaign a body of Russian troops was engaged 
in a serious encounter with the Germans. At the height of the attack 
a pack of wolves descended on the field and began to devour the 
wounded. Instantly the combatants ceased fighting and fell upon the 
wolves, putting them to flight. The enemies then returned each to 
his own trenches without further molestation of the other. 

Mile. Marcelle Sommer, a girl of twenty-one, has been awarded the 
Cross of the Legion of Honor. She threw the key of the canal gate 
into the stream at Eclusier, thereby holding back the German Army 
an entire day. 

Half a million women are engaged in the production of munitions 
in Great Britain and their number is daily increasing. When the light 
went out in one of the large munition factories in consequence of an 
accident there was no panic amongst the workers. Nine thousand 
women stood quietly in their places and sang, "Keep the home fires 
burning till the boys come home." 

Seven tons of jam sent to the Canadian soldiers by the Daughters 
of the Empire of British Columbia reached London without one jar in 
the 14,000 pounds being cracked, a record in careful packing as it had 
to travel over 6000 miles by land and sea. 

Toronto gave $3,000,000 to the Patriotic and Red Cross Funds as 
the result of a special campaign early in the year. Montreal gave 
nearly $5,000,000 shortly afterwards. 

The new British war loan, called the Victory Loan, approximated 
five billion dollars. It is characterized as "an astounding, overwhelm- 
ing success." 

The Lord Mayor of London appealed to the women of the city to 
render their aid. Offerings of all kinds poured in; such quantities of 
jewelry flowed into the Mansion House that by noon enough had ac- 
cumulated to stock a dozen large jewelry shops. So much came in 
that quantities were returned to the owners. 

The Great Western Railway of England has sent 20,000 of its men 
to the forces, a quarter of its original staff and nearly half its men of 
military age. More women are being engaged daily and the sphere of 
their activities is being extended. 

The Khaki League of Montreal is planning gardens to be allotted 
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to returned soldiers for cultivation. Idle land owned by city corpora- 
tions and vacant land under private ownership will be utilized. All 
land will be plowed and harrowed ready for planting. The seedsmen 
of the city will do their share in giving every soldier's family an oppor- 
tunity to supply itself with sufficient vegetables for the summer and 
next winter. 

Food riots have taken place in Holland. Workers with small sala- 
ries find it almost impossible to obtain coal and potatoes. Holland of 
all the neutral nations is the most affected by the blockades which the 
belligerent nations of Europe have established about her. 

It is said that a new device perfected by British chemists and scien- 
tists can generate enough smoke in a few minutes to mask a vessel 
from the enemy's view for several hours. One of the Donaldson liners 
was the first vessel fitted with the new invention. 

British officers in an interned camp in Germany recently performed 
a play called Bluebeard. The words were by one officer, the songs 
and lyrics by another and the music by a third. Some of the Canadian 
officers there were studying Russian; others were lecturing in art, law, 
science and agriculture. Wood carving, hockey, chess and bridge 
helped to divert their minds in their captivity. 

Among the gifts for the Red Cross treasure sale held periodically 
in London, was a military tunic and hat worn by Queen Victoria about 
1830, before she ascended the throne. 

For protection aga/nst cold winds, 800 waistcoats, made from 2100 
pairs of old gloves, were sent to British prisoners in Germany from a 
London suburb. There is a Glove Waistcoat Society in England. 

"Do you take sugar?" is the question put to every customer who 
orders tea or coffee in the cheaper London restaurants. If the answer 
is "Yes," the waitress brings two pieces, about three-quarters the size 
of an ordinary lump, in a paper container. 

The mobilization of the industrial and national resources of India 
greatly increases the output of munitions and war equipment. Gifts 
from Indian princes and communities continue to flow in a generous 
stream. 

The French wire cutters, who sever the barbed wire entanglements 
protecting the enemy's trenches, are provided with an armor-protected 
chariot to shield them from fire. They crawl along the ground like a 
snail, their legs extending behind the chariot. 



